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and its first attempts at the investigation of
medicine, astronomy, philology, geometry,
and law, were all of a high degree of
excellence. Shut in by the impassable
barrier of its giant mountains, India was
able, for many centuries, to pursue in peace
a line of natural development. From the
time of the establishment of the kingdom
of Kosala in the eighth century, B.C., down
to the break up of the great Buddhist
Empire at the end of the third century,
B.C., the internal wars were few and far
between. That was the time of the golden
age of intellectual life in India. And when
the Tartar and Scythian hordes came in
afterwards to ravage the highly - cultured
districts of the North-West, we have a
whole series of events that resemble, in the
most suggestive manner, the invasion by
the Goths and Vandals of the highly-
cultured Eoman Empire.

In each case, the vigorous but unlettered
conquerors were intellectually conquered by
their more cultured, if less warlike, foes.
In each case, the invading hordes adopted